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 Raider communications!

February 9, 2025

Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians,

This past week has been a challenging one for our school community, and we
want to take a moment to acknowledge the strength, resilience, and kindness



we have witnessed among our students. In times of difficulty, it is our unity that
carries us forward, and seeing our students come together to support one
another and honor their friend was truly moving.

Their compassion and solidarity remind us all of the power of community and
the character it builds. Thank you for your continued support as we navigate
these moments together. If your child needs any additional support, please
don't hesitate to reach out  

With gratitude,

Amanda Reyes
Principal
214-780-3600
@prinrey2019

Parent Input Form: Please use this form to submit constructive questions,
concerns, or suggestions that may benefit our two schools.

February 12: 7th to 8th Transition meeting
for parents, HPHS Incoming Freshmen
Athletics Parent/student meeting
February 17: Presidents' Day (Student
Holiday)
February 19: 8th to 9th Transition meeting
for parents at HPHS at 6pm, 6th Grade
Coffee Talk
February 24-26: Book Fair
February 26: 6th to 7th Transition meeting
for parents
February 27: Author Ruta Sepetys visit

Important Attendance Reminder
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Parents, as a friendly reminder there is a state
requirement that your student cannot miss more
than 18 school days for the year. Please check
your student's attendance tab in Skyward to see
how many absences your student has at this
time. We would like to encourage you to send in
any old doctors notes or excuses for your
student's attendance. For MIS, grades 5-6,
please email misattendance@hpisd.org. For
HPMS, grades 7-8, please

email hpmsattendance@hpisd.org. Also keep in mind that if your student will
be absent or leaving early please either call the school or email one of the
attendance emails mentioned above and not just your student's teacher. This
allows us to promptly code their attendance correctly. We appreciate your
assistance in keeping your student's attendance up to date. 

Incoming 7th Grade Students - Immunizations

The State of Texas requires all 7th grade students to have a Tdap booster and
meningococcal vaccine. These vaccines are typically given around a
child’s 11th birthday. Click HERE to read the Parent Letter for more
information. To meet this requirement, please provide proof of your child’s
immunization or a notarized Immunization Exemption A'davit to the nurses by
the last day of school, May 23, 2025. For more information about state
requirements for immunizations, click HERE to visit Texas
Department of Health Services. Click HERE to upload your child’s
immunization record.

Review the Traffic Guidelines HERE.
Review the Student Handbook & Dress code (page 9) HERE.
Sign up for a volunteer shift HERE.
Add money to your student's lunch account HERE.
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6th Grade Coffee Talk- ALL grade levels invited
Wednesday, February 19 at 8:30 am

5/6 Assembly Room
Topic: “Peace Be With You: Escaping the Grip of Anxiety "



Dr. Jodie Elder is a Licensed Professional Counselor-Supervisor (LPC-S) and
a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (LMFT). Over the past 20 years,
Jodie has provided counseling services for children, adolescents, families,
couples, and individuals in various agency and private practice settings. She is
a Certified Daring Way™ Facilitator and facilitates counseling work based on
Dr. Brené Brown’s research. Jodie truly believes that we are built to be in
connection with other people.

Transition Meetings 

HP Class of 2032
5th to 6th Grade Transition & Elective Course Selection

Wednesday, April 2nd - Parent Transition Meetings in the 5/6 Assembly Room
at 9:30 am and 6 pm.
Monday, April 7th - Student Course Selection Meetings in 5/6 Assembly
Room
Monday, April 14th - Choice Sheets are due to Advisory teachers



Friday, May 2nd - Students complete elective choice in Skyward during
advisory, Skyward Parent Verification due.

Please contact Samantha Mooty with any questions.

HP Class of 2031
6th to 7th Grade Transition & Elective Course Selection

Tuesday, February 25 - Students receive Choice Sheets & attend counselor
presentation during Social Studies classes
Wednesday, February 26  - Parent presentation in MIS/HPMS Auditorium at
9:00 am or 6:00 pm.
Monday, March 3 - Students input their elective selections in Skyward during
class & turn in Choice Sheets (with parent signature)
Thursday, March 6 - Final deadline to input elective selections in Skyward &
turn in Choice Sheets (with parent signature)

Please contact Rae Harvill with any questions.

HP Class of 2030
7th to 8th Grade Transition & Elective Course Selection

Tuesday, February 11 - Students receive Choice Sheets & attend counselor
presentation during Social Studies classes
Wednesday, February 12 - Parent presentation in MIS/HPMS Auditorium at
9:00 am or 6:00 pm. 
Week of February 24-28 - Students input their elective selections in Skyward
during Raider Hour & turn in Choice Sheets (with parent signature)
Friday, February 28 - Final deadline to input elective selections in Skyward &
turn in Choice Sheets (with parent signature)

Please contact Charlotte Richter with any questions.

HP Class of 2029
8th to 9th Grade Transition & Elective Course Selection

Wednesday, February 19 at 6pm. - Parent meeting at HPHS
More information coming soon!

Please contact Buffy Summers with any questions.

HPHS Incoming Freshmen Athletics Information Meeting
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Book Fair

Visiting Author

mailto:gilberj@hpisd.org
mailto:gilberj@hpisd.org


Click HERE to visit the Library Site.

Raider Career Review

Daniel Curtin and Taylor Ramo
interviewed Ms. Long. She is a
Commercial Litigation Attorney with
8+ years of litigating all facets of
complex disputes through trial,
arbitration, settlement, and appeal.
Represent domestic and international
clients across industries, such as
financial services, software, oil, gas,
and energy. Now, she covers a broad range of business matters, including
breach of contract and fiduciary duty, fraud, trade secrets, and business
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disparagement. She is also fluent in Russian. We learn more about her
profession and her plans for the future.

Crossing Guard Appreciation

We celebrated our crossing guards on Monday, February
3. Thank you to Kemberly Frye, Joe Lucerno, Carla
Sheffield, Reatha Chalmers, Richard Shepherd, Carolyn
Henderson and Van Cole for your hard work and
kindness!

Raider Cafeteria

Everyone who helps at the Cafeteria during the month of February will receive
Brenda's famous sweet yeast rolls. We love our volunteers and would like to
show our appreciation. Grab any open shifts this month to get your treat!

Please secure your reoccurring spot for next year! Volunteers will be on hand
to sign you up. The 1st week after spring break current volunteers can move
days or position if available and the following week new volunteers can sign
up.

Please email Katherine Issel & Tracy Port Melech
Raider Café Volunteer Chairs

Raider Shop Volunteers Needed

Volunteers still needed for reoccurring shifts and substitutes welcome! Click
HERE to volunteer!
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Questions? Raider Shop Volunteer Chairs Laura Price or Brooke Garner.

RAIDER BASKETBALL

Our Lady Raiders finished their district play tonight with 3 hard fought games. 
Thank you to all of the wonderful teachers who came out to support!

7th Grade
Red Team Loses:

10-12 
MVP: Ellie Gates

7th Grade
Gold Team Wins:

46-25
MVP: Juliette Chan

7th Grade
White Team Wins:

23-13
MVPs: Alexa Baker and

Faith Carlson
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Please congratulate your 8th grade girls' basketball teams on finishing their
basketball seasons tonight! All teams fought hard and it has been a great
year! 

8th Grade
Red Team Wins:

24-14 
MVP:  Presley Miller

8th Grade Team
White Team Wins:

14-16
MVP: Callie Wong 

8th Grade Team
Gold Wins:

24-19
MVP:  Addie Edwards

Please congratulate your 8th girls red and white teams on their district
tournaments this past weekend! Red Team had a good start to their



tournament knocking off Curtis and Rogers, but fell short in the championship
to Willow Springs. White Team did a great job playing together and finishing
strong. They beat Evans, Rogers and Rushing to win the district championship!
We are  so proud of all of the girls and the improvement we have seen
throughout the season. Please congratulate them on an outstanding basketball
season!

Red Team
Game 1: HP vs. Allen Curtis

16 - 5
MVP: Ella Mayberry

Game 2: HP vs. Rogers
38 - 17

MVP: Adelaide Wortman
Championship Game: HP vs.

Lovejoy Willow Springs
15 - 27 

MVP: Presley Miller

White Team
Game 1: HP vs. McKinney Evans

36 - 6
MVP: Charlotte Gerstle

Game 2: HP vs. Prosper Rogers
29 - 17

MVP: Ruthie Swope
Championship Game: HP vs.

Prosper Rushing
30 - 15

MVP: Maddie Morrison

Your 7th grade boys' basketball teams continued their season at home against
Willow Springs.  The White team got things rolling with a dominant team effort
in a win against a tough team. The Red Team played hard and finished the
night out with a loss against a really talented Willow Springs team. The Gold
Team had a great performance in a back-and-forth exciting game. Thank you
for all the support this season. 

7th Grade
Red Team Loses:

31-35
Jackson Mitzel-6 points

Henry Rado-4 points

7th Grade
Gold Team Wins:

51-50
Taylor Wood-11 points

William Beckett-32 points
and the game winning 3

pointer

7th Grade
White Team Wins:

51-17
Duke Bonfield-11 points
Colin Mansouri-6 points
Matthew Choi-6 points

Marcum Enfield-6 points



Please congratulate the 8th grade Boys basketball team on their clean sweep
of Willow Springs! These were the final games of the year for both Red and
White teams. Both squads completed undefeated seasons going a combined
24-0 for the year!

Toughness Belt Award Co-Winners are Logan Jones and Cook
Chillian.  Both have been phenomenal rebounders. Jones played selfless
basketball all year setting great screens and helping his teammates score in
addition to being on the offensive glass and fighting for loose balls. Chillian has
battled back through several injuries this year and always brings the energy on
and off the floor for the Raiders.

8th Grade
Red Team Wins:

34-24

8th Grade
Gold Team Wins:

71-33

8th Grade
White Team Wins:

32-16



Please congratulate the Red & White teams for winning their district
tournaments this past Saturday! Coach Corbett and Coach Gruber are
incredibly proud of the way both groups stuck together and battled through
adversity by playing for one another.

8th Grade White Team Results:
Quarterfinals vs Allen Ford:

28-21 HP
Semifinals vs. Allen Curtis: 

37-21 HP
Championship vs. Prosper Rogers:

 30-21 HP
Tournament MVP: Layton Thomas

8th Grade Red Team Results:
Quarterfinals vs. McKinney Dowell:

54-16 HP
Semifinals vs. Prosper Reynolds:

41-31 HP
Championship vs. Allen Ereckson:

 35-28 HP
Tournament MVP: Carter Johnston,

averaged 12 PPG in the tourney

Huge thank you to our MIS/HPMS PTO Board of Directors. We are so
grateful for the discussion and reports at each meeting!

Thank you to our members of our Newcomer Committee, Annie Cochran,
Whitney Cameron, Katy Pyle, Lisa Leet, Kim Norvell and Kathia Steel, for
coordinating the Newcomer’s Coffee last Wednesday. Parents were able to
visit with Mrs. Reyes and learn all things MIS/HPMS.  



Thank you to Sarah Taub for showering our crossing guards with love last
week. The smiles you brought to each recipient were priceless!

Thank you LauraNell Morrow, Kristi Harvey, Brett Crawford and Laura
Boynton, our PTO Hospitality Chairs, for a great PTO meeting lunch put
together by these ladies.

GO RAIDERS!

Kitsy Smith
MIS PTO President

Amy Barker
HPMS PTO President

HPHS Student Council Guest Speaker

Student Council, with gratitude to la Fiesta, is hosting Chris
Herren on March 4, at 7:00 PM, in the HPHS gym, for a parent
presentation. Another assembly for high school students on
March 5.
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Highland Park Literary Festival - February 20

 Celebrating our 30th anniversary, Highland Park LitFest is excited to announce
that Mark Sullivan, New York Times bestselling author of Beneath a Scarlet
Sky and a former investigative reporter, will be the featured speaker at this
year’s community keynote event on February 20, 2025, in the Highland Park
High School Auditorium. Doors will open at 6:30 pm. and the program will
begin at 7 pm. Admission is free. Please join us!  For more information, click
HERE.

HP LitFest is made possible by the generous donations from La Fiesta de las
Seis Banderas, HP Arts, PC Tag and HPHS PTA along with families of the
school district and beyond.

A.L.L. Spring Catalog
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Please view the catalog HERE.

Row with Dallas United Crew's Middle School Team
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With one of the largest middle school programs in the country, we’ve taught
many kids to row over the years. While we are proud of guiding our youth to
increased fitness, strength, and cardio capacity, we love seeing our middle
schoolers become confident, focused, and accountable student-athletes who
know how to work together and be good teammates. Please join us starting
March 4 at 4:45 pm, no tryouts.

HP Softball Giveback Night



Raiders Reaching Out

Raiders Reaching Out is ready to serve our Raider students, families, and staff
in need of support and to honor those who go above and beyond to serve our
school and children. Please let us know if you know someone in our Raider



community who needs some sunshine
sent their way! Email
confidentially raidersreachingout@mish
pmspto.org.

Thank you so much!
RRO Chairs, 2024-25

Not receiving Raider Weekly and News To Know email newsletters?

Click here

Quick Links

MIS and HPMS Website
Principal on Twitter
HPMS on Instagram
MIS/HPMS Attendance Offices
MIS Activity Calendar 
HPMS Activity Calendar 

Lunch Menu
MIS/HPMS PTO Website
Volunteer Sign-Up
Raider Shop
Skyward/HPISD Parent Portal

McCulloch Intermediate & Highland Park Middle School

3555 Granada Drive
Dallas, TX 75205

MIS Phone: (214) 780-3500
HPMS Phone: (214) 780-3600

Didn't see a school-related shout-out this week?
We want to hear about it! Please send details
and any available pictures!
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